Welcome to our first news sheet. Its purpose Isriag you news of our organisation and let you kvavat we are
doing both now and in the future.

With Tim Snowden'’s retirement as Project Managetbéing Hillingdon Council to cease funding H.N.Ae\are
having to come up with ways and ideas on the ig&ale of funding. This has made us look at how arernake
the boats more attractive to encourage greater use.

We thought our boats were now looking a littledieend in need of some TLC.

Pisces

The first thing was to rip out the old and rottexck cabin in our working boat Pisces, built in 1936

Although she had been cared for, the back calohplat in the traditional manner, enjoyed manyteis over the
years eager to see a bit of living history and $wftered.  The various structures and companiestde that
adults & children loved to visit, touch and operagel to be renewed. Think of Hampton Court siwhesteps
within the palace, their treads worn down to a degprted arch from countless feet over time andli/begin to
appreciate how woodencabin looks after many years.

So, aripping outparty was arranged for Wednesdayf' Tdnuary Dave Wright, our project coordinator avahy
of our volunteers appeared for what turned outta hard but rewarding job removing the wooden lwadkn. Oh
dear the “ole girl” was in a worse state than we tiought. The bottom steelwork was rusted throgginding in
the bowels of the boat, it was all too apparente$everal deafening sessions with lump hammaves & angle
grinders, a call was made to our local boat yaditanTim Wood “No worries bring it down here, Kield new
steel gunnels on her and repair the rotten sidegltitake a week.”

That gave us a montb get her ready. She was due out on a trip oRek2uary.

Well, we all know boat yards don't we? The vireatdidn’t help, “Can’t weld in snow”

We eventually got her back with 1 week to go. She to be cleaned, de-rusted and painted with resteg¢imer
spray-foamed and insulated. This was completetthdyWednesday. This now only left 2slays to get her
ready; again the team turned up and started the réfiell done all.

She went out all be it not completed but very usanld warm. She is continuing to be fitted asitewkVe will fit
her out as a traditional back cabin a living museio you have any un-wanted lace plates?



We are next going to paint and black her. Madme of our hard-working volunteers, has spent naamkour
working out how to get her looking just right. Has a passion for old boats. She will go back lretoold livery
from 1936 2 tone Blue and White.

We are now cutting a doorway through the enginerbalkhead to allow safer access from main cabin to
Steerer’s position without negotiating the gunnéfe will also, by necessity, make the engine roafers

Well done to Eddy Barryl Barry2 Ashley Nick Bob John Mike Martin and Dingo

Hillingdon Star
The heating systems have been playing up so Bomaintenance engineer got busy. He has had 1ullyit f
rebuilt and serviced the other. Both units hadfound out been fitted the wrong way round from newell



spotted Bob. Now they work very well indeed. Dolbase been refitted, bunk beds refurbished, floeaa
renewed. She’s being taken out of the water aackield at Watford. More help neededon or about 13 June.

Spirit of 57

We are in the process of negotiating a new manageaggeement with Hillingdon Partnership Trust

All Boats

Have now been fitted with new cutlery, plates, magd other kitchen equipment a list of which wilbs be on
our web site,

How can you help HNA?

Talking of volunteers we’d like to build a data baxf skills if you have any skills and time to giVeE NEED
YOU. That may be cleaning, needle work, office workpdskills, pc skills, electrical, woodwork, paing,
printing etc. etc. You name it; we need it. Saapkehelp us to help others. A form is included \hik e-mail
please fill in and return.

Our future
We need midweek bookings to survive. We need leaftearketing materials, and above all your assigtand
support.

During the next few months we are aiming to hoatfuaising raffles during attendances at rallies:
May 2-4 -.Little Venice
May 16-17 -.Rickmansworth Festival
May 22-25 -.Wendover Festival,

31 March sees the inaugural volunteers’ meeting dhe HNA boathouse at
19:30. Please bring along any ideas and suggestiofma may have for future

meetings.

About this News letter:

This Newsletter has been sent to you because yporegistered with us as a volunteer, or have ugeta@ats in
the past couple of years or so, or have made amrgrapout our boats. We hope you are still intex@$n HNA
but if this should not be the case and you do nshwo receive any further Newsletters from us tjust let us
know, preferably by email tona_uk@yahoo.co.ulnd headed ‘HNA Database.” We will then remove from
our mailing list.




Hillingdon Narrowboats Association.
Hi.
We are a registered charity that provides afforelaairrowboat trips for all sorts of groups, chitdrepecial needs
elderly and community groups. We are looking fdphe all sorts of ways. Can you help us?
Can you spare a little time?
If not you do you know someone who can!!!!
If so Pleasdfill in form below:-
and either e-mail us back with it or send it to us

Name
Address

Phonenos.................

Help you can give...

We need Mechanics, Carpenters, Painters, CledP€rskills. DTP, Advertising Skills, Steerers, @at help and
time to give to our charity however great or small.

Anything else that may help us let us know :-

Thanks

Dave

Project Coordinator
07860 857877



